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SUSPENSION TO BOOM BlUPriNO.
Congress, it appears, 1ms decided to remain calmly indifferent whether the

American merchant marine on tho ocenn continued or ceases to be. The
Humphreys ship subsidy hill, emasculated even n it is, nppcnrs to bo booked
to defeat, to bo allowed to die through lack of attention, although this mensurc,
iu tho shape it Anally reached, would never havo done anything to help build
up tho shipping interests.

It 1b a spineless creation, ridiculed by its enemies and a sourco of.shnmo
to its friends. The best that can be said for it is that it could do no harm
and might lead to the passage of some bill that would do good.

Hawaii, however, had no reason to supposo that its passage would benefit
her. Tho only possible chance this Territory has to secure any relief from the
present congress is through securing tho temporary suspension of tho coast-

wise laws, so far as pnsscnger service is concerned.
It is posslhlo that this may bo done. Provided tho necessary rcprcsentn-- ,

tions can bo nia'de to those congressmen who hnve not visited Hawaii, to insuro
their supporting votes to those who havo visited us and know conditions, tho
suspension will bo brought about.

It is ridiculous to supposo that because tho city is filled 'with tourists at
tho present time that further efforts to sccuro ndequato passcngor scrvico be-

tween Honolulu and tho Coast should bo stopped. A largo proportion of tho
tourists hero arrived on foreign vessels and are none tho less wclcomo on that
account. American vessels havo nlso brought many, but there is no reason
to suppose that nil are hero who wished to come. Unquestionably many wero
prevented, either through lnck of accommodation or because of tho reports

that thcro was no guarantee n return passage could bo secured when needed.
It isBtnted that nearly half a million tourists will sail from New York

for Europe during tho next thrco months and that tho tourist travel was never
so heavy in tho history of tho country as it will bo between now and June.
Compared with what wo could take enro of, Hawaii has only mado a start;
compared with the number of touristB coming to the Coast, the number coining
through to tho Islands is trifling.

Tho promotion committco predicts that tourists in everincreasing numbers
will como if they can get here.

Providing hotel accommodations will be easy enough. First suspend tho
passenger restrictions of tho coastwise law, let it bo known that tho bars aro
down, and tourists will como in tens whero they now como by ones.

Tho result will bo an impetus to the American shipping on tho Hawaii-Coas- t

run such as fifty Humphrey subsidy bills could never give it.
H

BEPORTED ALARM RECENT.

It wns evidently not until former cabinet members and prominent East-
erners began talking of tho probability of trouble with Japan that any counter
agitation appears to have been created in that country, Buck ns recent cable
grams indicate. In reference to tho bill now beforo congress for tho further
restrictions of Japancso immigration, tho Japan Times of February 15, says
calmly:

Apropos of national politics, it will bo also seen that sectional
politics, in tho form of nn e labor bill, is just now active
in Americn. Needless to say, tho bill conies from tho Pacific Coast,
whore tho political representatives nro obliged to enter to their labor
constituents. But it will bo noticed, that the bill aims only nt Japanese
labor, especially excepting merchants, students and travelers from
the scope of its operations, nnd that ns Japan is already voluntarily re-

stricting tho immigration of her coolies to America, tho mcasuro would
havo no new force, even if it became law. And at present there is no
reason to suppose that it, would pns tho sennlo and tho President, or
even the hotisa of representatives. In fact, tho Jnpaneso peoplo do
not appear to havo taken tho matter very seriously so far, nnd it is
surprising to learn that America has been informed that they resent
it. Perhaps ono or two "popular" papers in Japan mny have tried
to work tho "racial prejudice stop" in their own selfish interest, but
so far ns we have seen tho papers of Tokio have not
commented on the matter, evidently understanding tho political situa-
tion. In this connection, it is nlso regrcttablo that another Japancso
utterance, in regard to the Emperor of Germany, has been transmitted
to Germany nnd excited resentment ns n representative epressiou
of Jnpauese opinion. Tho question of the admission of such matter
to a decent journal on two succeeding days has yet to be explained,
but as it occurred during tho New Year holidays may still be sus-

ceptible of explanation. In any case, Btrong statements transmitted
from ono couutry ns the "opinion" of Hint country ngainst somo
other should he accepted with resorve, especially when any animus is
obvious. For that reason e expression1) fiom America
and elscw'hero may generally bo safely discounted here.

m

PKOHIBITION AND CRIME.
An abstract of the annual report statistics of cities in tho United States

for 1007, just issued by tlie bureau of tho census, shows to what extent the.
offense of drunkenness figures in tho polico, jail, asylum and penitentiary ex-

penses of tho people. From tho figures of arrests made in nil tho cities of tho
Union with a population of thirty thousand or over, it is seen that tho averago
arrests for drunkenness nud disorderly conduct is between fifty-fiv- e and sixty
per cent, of tho arrests for all causes. In somo cities the pcrcentago of arrests
for drunkenness is over eighty per cent, of tho total number of arrests, and in
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, tho percentage runs up to eighty-nine- . Tho smallest
number of drunks booked during tho year, in comparison to tho total number
arrested, wns in Bayonne, Now Jersoy, where tho pcrcentago was only threo.
In the samo city tho percentage of arrests for gambling was forty-two- , tho
biggest iu tho United States,

The arrests iu the prohibition States appear to bo below tho general
average, but not appreciably below ,tho uvcrngo of cities iu nearby States.
Kansas City, Kansas, shows thirty-nin- per cent, of arrests for drunkenness,
while Kansas City, Missouri, shows only thirty-fiv- per cent. Topeltu, Kansas,
hhowH thirty-fou- r per cent., nnd Lincoln, Nebraska, n Munuwhat larger city,
knows fortytwo per cent., a difference in fnvur of prohibition, Tho acrago
.nrougli the South is smaller than through tho l.'iibt.

Port Worth, Texas, Iiiik a Mimll average of nrrests for drunkenness, thirty-on- e

per cent., but has tliu highest average for tho year of arrests for homicide,
being six of ouo per cent.

If drunkenness wero to bo wiped out, the number of arrests throughout
tho country would bo reduced tlxty pur cent., without taking into account tho
fewer number nf offenses thcro would bo traceable to drink, such us assault,
xngraiiclen and many larcenies,

I'ioiii an economic standpoint, prohibition jinyn,
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BTEAMER8 AND rAEflENOEU ACCOMMODATIONS.
The steamsnip Wllhelmlnn, whose naveni upon the Honolulu 8m I'mholtCo

run has been lierntdct by some fis tho solution bt thfrvrliulc pascengor conges-

tion problem, has'comc end gone, arriving Jicrc with till her accommodations
taken up nnd departing with o ninn iifiiklie ran well take care of. The con
gestion remains the Mime, and n tho present tnlie there Is us good a enso to be
made out for tho suspension of Hie passenger restrictions of the coastwise law
ns probably otcr existvJ. It is probably too much to expect that those who
hoto heretofore denied the harm that the coastwise law las done this American
Territory will acknowledge fncts us they are, but at least those desirous of
furnishing the plain truth to the Delegate in .his tight for suspension can take
tho present situation and offer it to congrebs n an example of how American
citizens, American tudrists nnd" American shipping nrd being held back through
tho application to jlawnil of a,Jiw passed without Six idW that it would result
iu discomfiture and loss to America nnd Americans.

, Honolulu is full of tourlstslittracted hero by the advertising dono In con-

nection with the Floral Parade. Thec tourists have enjoyed themselves in tho
Islands; they havo praised our parade;" they liave expressed au intention of
returning to Honolulu nnd of advising thejr friends to visit this place during
the winter months. A number of them havo invested in Honolulu, realty.

Now, the parade past and tho advent of Spring on the mainland boing at
hand, they look around with thoiintcntion of! bidding: farewell to Honolulu for
the time and 'departing for their homes in tho States or in Canada, What do
they find? That they are, in a go,pd many cases, unnblc to sccuro any guaranteo
that they will be ablo to leavo' for their' mainland homes by any steamship
sailing within' a month!

Tho Cunndlan-Australia- n steamer Mnltai can only carry twelve cabin pas-

sengers, first nnd second, and tliorc are twice that many wanting to leavo for
Vancouver. The Pacific Mail liner Kprca, sailing for San Francisco on March
7, hns cabin accommodations for ono hundred, and the booking list already con-

tains one hundred nnd fifty names. Already, six weeks ahead of her sailing,
tho bookings for tho Mamma nro heavy, and the accommodations on tho Mat-so- n

steamer Lurline, which sails on March 10, nnd tho Oceanic liner Alameda,
sailing on tho samo date, are already being bespoken.

The Matson steamer Hilonian, marked on the Bailing lists as a mail car-

rier, does not sail from this port nt all, but from Knliului, nnd is scheduled to
make n nine-da- run beforo reaching San Francisco. This puts h'cr out of any
consideration as a passenger boat to rcliove tho Honolulu congestion, especially
as a boat to carry tourists. .

Thus, out of six mail steamers, of which one is the Nevadan, on which pas-

sengers may travel out of HiIb port for tho next month, none is equal to tho
demands made upon it. ,

The placing of the "Wllhelminn on the run, splendid ns her accommodations
arc, has added only slightly to the possibility of American boats handling the
passenger traffic-- of this rort, the withdrawal of the Hilonian offsetting it
to quite an extent.

Mnny of the tourists at present in tho city camo on foreign steamers, via
Vancouver. Of these, a larrge proportion aro Americans from the Northwest.
Pnssngo back for them can not bo given by the line which .brought them for
the next thirty daj-s- , nnd they can not get passage to San Francisco, to return
homo that way, without tho payment of an extra fare, tho Canadian boats
having no ticket exchange agreement with any of the other lines.

For tho Korea, all bookings are accepted by the local agents subject to
1110 conumon mat every stateroom muse nccommounto tnree passengers. 'or a
man and wife to remain together, they (must pay in addition tothcir fare an-

other full fare for the third berth in their cabin. Otherwise they will bo
separated nnd put into staterooms with strangers.

Tho Floral Parado attracted many tourists nnd made a most favorablo
impression. Tho question now is, will these tourists boost the Floral Parade of
Honolulu on their return home, or. will they knock the trip to the Islands be-

cause of tho very inadequate steamship accommodations and tho difficulty of
securing a return passage! . , .

Only ono foreign liner is scheduled to sail for the Coast in March, and it
may be argued that a suspension of the passenger provisions of tho coastwise
law would not help npprecinblyuin the 'present situation. This is true. It is
equally true, however, that a susjiension of tho restrictions .would place passen-
ger steamships on the run". --The Canadian Pacific would run liners on a

Francisco Mm; the Union Stenmship Company has an-

nounced that Honolulu would be' made a port of call for a New
Francisco line, nnd linc between the Orient pnd the Coast

would make this one of their ports.' ' ..

Eventually, the result Would" be 'to build up a tourist trado that would call
lor the building of ouough Vjnerjcan 'liners to handle it and the increasing
freight from the tmlllc would be for American ships alone from the beginning.
American shipping would profit and American Honolulu would prosper.

British Bermuda entertains now moro Americans every month than Amer-
ican Hawaii does in a year. No coastwise lnw restrains Bermuda. It remains
for American law to operate solely'against Americans in nn American Territory.

The Canadian Pacific railroud'foflicials nt present in Honolulu nre contem-
plating putting a Vancouver-Honolul- u servico into effect. This will bo wel-

comed, but from a purely nnd Belfish American standpoint, why should our own
laws bo operate as to build up a British port at the expense of American ports,
buck us Sim Frnuclsco nnd Seattle f

"- -
THE BUILDING OEDINANOE.

P. J. I.owrey, speaking as the representative of the firm of Lewcrs &

Cooke, Limited, denies that that firm is interested in anyf way in the
delay iu tho presentation of an ndequato building ordinance for

enactment before the board of supervisors. Mr. Lowrey asks, "as a matter
of justice," that Tho Advertiser either prove whut it intimated viz., that
tomo malign iulluenco is holding the ordinance back, or that stupidity proveuts
its introductioit or that this paper admits its error in advancing cither sup-
position.

Tho Advertiser bus for its authority a member of the board of super-
visors, who states that tho same influence that prevented tho passage of an
ndequato building ordinance by tho legislature is now preventing the pre-
sentation of an adequate building ordinance before tho supervisors. Mr. Lowrey
should know t hut the present building ordinance) would be a joke if the position
it has loft Honolulu in wero not so serious. As 0110 who is iii touch with the
situation, ho should know that tho. conditions growing tip in Chinatown are such
as would iio"t be tolerated iu any other city, especially ouo looking forward to
the immediate growth Hint Honolulu docs. He should know that this question
of u proper building ordinance has been beforo tho public for years and litis
been especially urged during tho past sowral months. .

Ono of tho reports presented 'Ibofore the Civic Federation denounced tho
tenements of Honolulu as "fire traps;" Firo Chief Thurston states that if a
lire once gets headway; in the husiness section of Honolulu it will wipe out tho
section, the firo department bcingtoo small to handle any serious firo in nny
wooden-shac- district.

Instead of cnljing upon The Advertiser for any retractions, Mr. Lowroy
klinuld use tho influence of his firm to help Tho Advertiser remedy n condition
of affairs that is fraught with danger to Honolulu, n condition that is recognized
by tho underwriters, nnd which has raised insurance rates in somo parts of
tho city in tho very remit past.

The Advertiser did not state that Lowers k Cooler, or nny other lumber
firm, was blocking tho building ordinance. Wo did state that it is currently
reported that influence Is being brought to bear upon certain supervisors to
provent the Introduction of an ml equate building law, The report Is hI III in
circulation, and if llio grounds for It can bo learned The Advertiser will havo
no hesitation In niiiiiiiiiiclng what II run 11 ml what supervisors are concerned,

At the Mime tlinn, we can nnlv repent now tho question; Is it sheer stupidity
or In it graft that is holding up tho building ordinance!

,4
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HAYES PUT ASMS WAR
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Japanese Exclusion Measure. Got

Before 'Congress Without
Suspicion.

CAN NOT SUPPRESS IT NOW

Taft Is Noncommittal and Others
Are Afraid of Labor Vote

in the Matter.

By Ernest O. Walkor.
(Mail Special to Tho Advertiser.)
WASHINGTON, Tobruary 15. TV

e firebrand is to bo thrown
into tho house of representatives on
somo calendar Wednesday soon, unless
somo way can bo devised to sidetrack
it. A bill, which excludes Japanese,
Chinese, Hindus nnd all immigrants,
who nro not eligible to becomo Ameri-
can citizens, has been favorably

from tho committee on immigra-
tion and naturalization, is now on tho
houso calendar, and apparontly nothing
except the recall of tho report can pre-
vent tho measure from being consid-
ered.

Is Hayes' Joker.
Just how tho bill could have reached

its present advanced stage without
arousing opposition is quite a mystory
to tho house leaders. President Roose
velt gave his pledgo that there would
bo no legislation against tho Japaisse,
if they would carry out their prun-fc- s

to restrict immigration. The Japanese
have claimed 'all along to bo complying
with their part of the agreement. Rep-
resentative Hayes, of California, how-
ever, who has a radical record against
the Japanese, introduced February 8 a
bill to amend the immigration laws so
as to exclude certain classes of immi-
grants. Well down in the long enu-
meration of prohibited classes he add-
ed, "persons Who are ineligible to e

citizens of the United States, un-
less, they are merchants, teachers, stu-
dents, or travelers for curiosity or
pleasure."

Congress in a Fix.
As there is noSv a stntuto in force,

which prohibits the naturalization of
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people of tho yellow race, enact- - the editor of tho credits that
ment of the Hayes bill, tho Califor- - with an "editorial"
nians congreps any, amount to is arrant rot.

exclusion. of the tho Bulletin never publish- -
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eatisc tho under tho new rule for minded man must "edi- -
Calendnr has tho of torial" is exaggerated. .

it is in its turn. I" to the your
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the question of but the editor has gono to see tho directors
house might be 'n to ascertain tho of tho

to go on regarding it. With Pper for the week. Do you such
Pacific Coast and with labor nn insinuation ns fair to
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Hyades Wireless.

February
Hyades Matson

Company yesterday

troubles unefeo

tho triangular run. Last year, whilo
she still belonged to tho Boston Tow-bo-

Company tho Hyades had two
plates damaged in Alaskan waters.
These havo not yet been repaired aud
it was part of tho negotiations that
tho former owners should do the' worn.
Boforo leaving for tho sound tho Jlya-de- s

will bo equipped with a cold stor-
age plant and a wireless outfit. Tho
Hyades carried 200 tons of cargo for
Hawaiian ports and 100 tons for Seat-
tle and Tacoma.

H
Sierra Replaces Alameda.

SAN FRANCISCO, Tebruary IS.
Tho extensive work which has been
going on in connection with tho over-
hauling of tho steamer Sierra of tho
Oceaiilo Steamship Company, is rapid-
ly ncarlng completion. The Sierra. Is
still on tho ways at tho Union Iron
Works, and when she comes off Jt is
declared sho will turpriso those who
may have tho Impression that the ves-
sel is not u good sea traveler In ad-
dition to having changes mado to hur
hull nnd engine, the steamer lias been
refitted throughout Its pawner ac-
commodations, Tho teumr Aluincdu
of tho Oceanic lino will bo laid up up-
on hur return from Honolulu aud hur
plum nn tho liluud run taken by tho
Wlorrn,
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